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IBSTRaCT 

The new Youth Act passed by the People^a Chamber of 
the German Deffiocratic Hepublic (GDI) in 1974 assnaea that the 
interests of young people concur ^ith the interests of their 
socialist society and state^ for it reforms thm rights and conditions 
for the further development of youDg people and defines their duties 
and responsibilities in terms of State contrlbutiQns* Consequently^ a 
10*year comprehensive polytechnical school is compulsory for all 
youths and all citizens in rasponsible positions ha?e the statutory 
duty to emtriist young people with overall social tasks comparable to 
their knowledge/capabilities* In viev of varioas sociological 
analyses indicating that improved material and cialtiiral living 
conditions and practical experience in the socialist deraocracy are 
primary concerns of GBR yooth^ the State has provided on-going 
adncatlonal cpportunlties, cialtural centers^ a voting age of 18^ 
socialist youth participation mechanisms, etc* While there are no 
fundaaental features separating agricultural from other youth 
workersr sociological studies show agricultural youth attitudes 
includai a positive appreciation of their worki a direct correlation 
between their role in agriculture and the industrialization of 
agriculture; and a genuine desire to use the knowledge gained via 
their education, GDE agricultural emphasis is on training youth for 
modern machiriery^ responsible jobs^ and management, {JC) 
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Or* Oiienter' Tltt.f4 

Om the social status and career prD3p;;ct& of youfth in agri^ 
cnsltur^ in the GDR 



At pr^sentj about 2, agS^cJOO yo jng pecple live in the 
Oerean Deeiocr^atic Republic fC^m^^^K Ih^t £5 17 per cent of 
Ch^ GDR* a population th®t ara to regarded as yc^ung GltizeneJ' 

Frogs a gtatiftlGal viewpoint* th^ pfi^oporiion of youth in 
Ehe total popuJlation of fcha GDR olr^ady indieatae that theaa 
VPunn 3iti5:6fi0 rspreoort: ilnriPlcanft foree in Of?r snniaty^s 
Both th4 plflce and social iitafcu^ which thoy hold in sonioty 
Tsflact^ to a largo extent, %he relationship l^twoen tha ao- 
^ialiist; state and thr leadinfl party of the Oersan DeaoeratlG 
Republic, the SED, and youth. 

The young gan?? ration in tih^ GDR neeoEpl Lsh^d end etill 
doas aeoo^pltah great ech iavitsi^nte In QCQnomic, politioal and 
cultui^al life. It oontribufcea a eunssidorsbla ^^sount to t\m 
devolop^nt of this socialist 8tat#, ReyBrdle&s of social 
status, professional position,, ivorld outlook or belief^ young 
piople^ like all other oltim^m in a oooiAlist eoci^ty, onjoy 
Material and social spour ^.ty, and hava nvery oppDrfcunlty to 
develop their talof^t© and abilities Iti fciielr prof^aoional and 
personal lives* Thtre are no yneeployad in the ODR, The lives 
of yoyn^ poople #re free froB fear of losJr^ their livelihood 
or of sisipiy having nc prospect 0 for the future* 

^^^Caleylatad fros: atatlstiGsJ Vaar Baofc^sf the Oerasn OeBo-= 
eratic Republic* 197S* Berlins stflatsverleg dot DOR 1976, 
389 

^^^There are rather griat diPfarenGas in the coneapt of youth 
and the yoySh aga^group especially in bourgaoia literature* In 
the Geresfl ^eocratie Republic, trje vleif is adopted (and in so 
dolrtg wa proceed froo objective soo lal aoMitloflB for the 
developeant of young paopla In our aooiety) that the charaete'i*- 
ristic sooial proceas of developpant of young paopla takes 
plasma aainly between tite age a of 14 and ZB» Hence all projetfes 
for and proBOtimi of the yoyng apply to that a^group* 
?aimiraph 57 # 1 of the SD^ Youth Act lay a donn that 'young per- 
sons in terse of this Aot are all rltlzens of the ^ruan Daao- 
oratic Republic up to tlie age of 2S years," (Youth Act of tfie 
GDR of 28 3snusry^ 1974- BeH In v stafttavariag der DOR 1974, 
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Such basic rights the right tj^ workf to m eduaatiofi/ pe^ 
creafiion end leiteura^'tisio as well aa the political riyhta^ eg* 
have a yoice in dacislon-iBaking on state ond economic offairs* 
ar^ anahr*ned in thri GDRa lagisUotlon and hove been fuliy en- 
forcQd for yeung peopla^^^^ Satisfying tha njtural deaira of the 
young generaCion for pJoi^e* o SOoial ascuTitf , jay ond 
hppp inaSB is a Eiajer aapect of governaant policy* 

This applies ^lio filly to youth in oocifllist agriculture. 
These young people ar^ an iaportant soeliil fo.^ce to saonoriic 
and aocial chonge© iBkim plaee in the aounfcrysidfe^ At; the amm^ 
tiae^, they have sectire e/ reef praJpectD in the aQiialleit igpi^ 
ciUturu of thr GDR, This indicates that thay work un Jer the Bswm 
living eonditione and have f-he saae proapaata of promotion qb do 
any young peopln engag^t' in any at'her for^ of? wcrk. 

The new Youth Act paeued by the Fecple'a Chaobar, the 
QDR's muprmm repree^sntative body^ in 1974 , reforraulates the 
slights and xtlonB for the further development of yoyng 
people as well as thair dutiaa and responsibility in line with 
the level of development attaanad by the soeialiat aoaSetyj 
and refere to the problese related to building an advoneed 
ao^ialist society. This Youth Act^-' proeeeds frois the hasig 
^9eUEiptiDn that the intieresta cif young people concur with th^ 
intaresti of their sQciallst soqiefcy and their atafce of workers 
and farmrmi 

One of the moBt intaresting sooiological fac^s is tha 

high level at ttfhish youth identifiae itself with its social IsU 
state , 

?iY 

^*''Tha basic rights of the young generation were laid down only 

four sonth^ after ttie Founding of the Gernan Deoocnafcie Republie 
in the 'Lflftf of 8 February 1950^ on the participation of young 
people in the developaent of the German Democratic Republ io 
and the advance^nt of young people at school, in a career, in 
sport and necreat ion, * 

Young people ployed an active part, together ivith all the 
other citizans, in the preparation of the new Youth Act adopted 
in lf)74. The public debate on the law wa© eonduoted over se-^ 
verai months and nore then 5,4 nillion oitlzens expressed their 
opinions on the laMr in 240,000 public meetings* 
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The i^pleraQnfcat ion of tfie baelc ec^no^ic^ pDiitiCfii and 
social rightB of young peDple has provided eartain objeetlve 
ftM d«aisi^€ preariqUloitas for thto idenfclfloatlo n* At the enme 
tins 9 the isforo^misnt @f thesA basic ^dghte an^l still ia, 

olDsalj eoanietid to the er^ation of tha %^qttlelty condltiona 
for their i^a ligation, 

whet ia at staka, for instance^ Is not only io provide, 
th© legal baa la for the active and craativ^ involvii.iafit of 
young peopia at their place of work and tha us^ of all 
©pportunities and formm of sOGlPlisfc daKocracy, The Lmk liac 
in the feet that young paopla be givon nueh condition e os gllov? 
then "Lo makm i\ responsible contributlonr with in their cape^ 
bllitlao^ if) tha work process towards achieving politleoi and 
social oima and tasks and to take part in controlling pro- 
duction in their eeiplovlng firmp For thie reoaoii; nquol 
oppDPtUt^ici^s for an education givon to all young people through 
coopulsory ten=year coEpfehensive polytechnlcal schooling 
which foriaa tha core of the GDR 4 social ist education system, 
ar^ a vital prereqyl^ite. On the basis of ouch an educotion 
inpartad to all yoyng people In town and country alike irraipacjt- 
Iva of their socio J background these young people have the 
chance to etiQose a career according to fchalr Intereets and 
social requ ireBenta, and mn a result of their educstloni they 
are able to take advantage of socialist deBQcrscy, 

All people in responsible poaitions in gevernisent and 
social orgafiiaatlons, schpols, nationally oiwied anterprlaes and 
produetion cooperatives, have thu statutory duty to entrust 
young people with ovarall social tasks which correapond to their 
knoirledge and capabilities, so that they can prove their worth 
by successfully carrying thea out:,^ and »hich will enable the^ 
to iiaet new coBple^c social demands af the future* In line with 
eur Mgrxlat-Leninlst attitude towards youths the task of an 
all-round up-brlngiig, education adv^ncasent of young people 
through their teachers as wall as executive afPlcial and aa^ 
nagers^ is saen as a fundaBantal sgolal task, tha succesaful 
fulfilment of which is directly linked with the future of the 
C04intry* In thalr youth policyi the socialist state and the SiO, 
as the leading party in the GDR^ are guided by the objactive 



requirement of includiriC] each aubaoquent goneration in tlie bo- 
clal revolut iontiry procees. This policy is baaed on the fact 
that In the construction of social iem ond comrouniam there is 
no contradiction between the different generations, the 
BO^ca/lod generation gap, "Cn the contrary, the enlightened 
part of the working^claes fully undarstande that the future 
of its cldao and thus of humanity dependo entirely on th^^ 
up^bringing of the coBing worklny'^class generation 

This Marxist^Lanini it view on the young generation is 
manifested in @sny ways In theory end prectice under conteni^ 
porery conditions. In the GDr, it flndo its prQCtlcal appllcflt- 
ten in thnt en inorpaolng anount cf rGSponDibil i*:^y is transfcrftid 
to youth In fulfillinp iraportont econoaic taaks. More than 
1,500,000 young people are working in the GDR'a nationsl 
econo^^ It is important to develop a variety of ways end 
iseans, which are apecific of the 

aet ive encourogepent of youth and take account of their diffe^ 
rent peeuliarities and Intereata, tp enable youth to live up 
to their refiponaibilitiesp 

For example, it la poaaible that administrative and econOBiia 
departments, in oooperation with the Free German Youth (fd3)^^5 
hand over to youth projeata of material production* In 1974, 
there were al«Oit 70,000 suah youth projects in the GOR, of 
ttfiloh the young people theoiselves were In charge, 

Another fom of aetive, responsible involvenent in pro^ 
duction is ensured by youth work teasSj knotvn here as youth 
brigades^ Such brigadea aonprise ^inly, young workers or 
eooperetive fariiera, engineers and apprentices. Since 1971, 
the nuflber of youth brigades has risen by over GpOi^to 20,328,^^^ 



^^Karl Marxt Instructions for the delegatet of the Provisional 
Central Council on certain topics. In 'Marx/Engels werke Bdsld" 
Barlini Dleti 1973, p, 194 

^^Hhe FDD ia the united and Independent youth orqanization of the 
QDR« Ip T974, It had j i824«0OO mambsra. 

rcf, Klaus Franke, Garhard Krausei 'Kommunlsten dnd Dugend in 
aer DDR* (coaauniats and Youth in the GDR)« Berlint Dletz 
1976, p. 15) 

C^^ibid. 
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Spncial cfioplays called •Young InnovatorQ Exhibitions' ^ 
whicn are orgoniz^d for ond by GOR youth, are a real testing 
ground For their creative drive ^ their desire for recognition 
of their flchievementfl and o prime example of their will to 
break new ground. Theto e>chibitiond enable aahooloh ildren ^ stu^ 
dantS/ appronticee and young akillod workers to show their 
efforita in the fields of the phyalcal^ naturol and social 
scienceo^ in regeorch and technologyp In 1974 alon«, nearly 
tvfo million schoolohildren^ students^ apprentices and young 
skilled workers took part in "Young Innovfltors Exhibitions' 
and worked hard to produce nbout 400^000 exhibits which Qdined 
social recognition and represented a high econtmig profit, 

The organized participation of young people in central 
building projects in the GDR or outside the country has also 
proved Co be useful in encouraging youth to takeover responai= 
bility in the production process. Thus, that section of the 
natural gas pipeline froia Orenburg to the western frontier ©f 
the USSR, the central building project in the socialist ec©no-= 
wic integratlQn scheme, for which our republic Is responsible 
was given over to the youth of the GDR as a central youth 
proje ct. 

Results of varioys sociological onalyaes show that the 
following are the most important factors in the attitude 
of young people towarts their soalallst statai 

Firat : the fact that they directly aKperience the manifold 
effects of successful daily work in their private lives 
through a considerable improvement in their isaterial and 
vultural living conditlond« 

Schooling, vocational train ing^ study courses end 
further education prograaq^s enable GDR youth to assiioilate 
continously political, profeisional and special Ist knowledge 
and skills^ In 1974, there were 136,417 students at universltias 
and colleges, 6i,248 of which woaen (l,e« 80,6 students at uni^ 
veraities per 14000 of the population). In the same year^ 

)fl)cf. 'Ougand, FW, Gesellachaft^ (Youth, FOa, Society) 
Berlins Verlag Neuas Laben 197S, p, ^36 
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154^299 studDntg wore enrolled at technical colleges (en*' 
ginaerlng aollegea) in the GDR^^^^ The soeial composition of 
students corresponds to the aoclal cloas structure in the GDR, 

The state' B efforts tDwarda safeguarding material con- 
cfition@ for a purpoaeful use of iQisur^^tiBie, that ia sooial^ 
sporting and cultural activitiei of youncj ppople^ are both 
asanifold and comprehcnaive* For eKaspla, between 1972 and 1975| 
nQre than 100 youth hostels were nodernized and 13 builts 
During the saroe period^ the government made available more than 
110 million faarko for the erection of central hoi Iday-^campa^ 
and more than 1^000 new sports centres yf^re opened up, 

Expeotot ions f or mportun ^t: ies end ponditions for a 
purpoaeful use of leisure time are aa greotly diversified as 
the differing interests and ne^ds of young people* Therefore^ 
the foriss and roeasures taken by government^ social organizations 
and young people themselves to create these cipportun ities and 
oonditions for a senalble use of leiauro time are also of a 
vary varied natura. There are 

-^^ rooms or clubs in flrinaj achoole, universities, in towns 
and villages, where young people can enjoy each other's 
company; 

differi^nt types of interest groups, wh(?re young workers, 
cooperative farmers, students and achQOl»ch lldren etc., eon 
further develop their interests; 

«^ special theatre and concert performances for interested young 
persons ; 

teanifold opportunities for sporting flctivifcles in sporta' 
groups run by firois, schools and univarsit ies, sport ylubs 
and training centres; 

^ continuous efforts by the state to promote literature and 
drama corresponding to the growing intereats and needs of 
youth , 

^^-'Seet Statistical Year Book of the ODR, 1975^ pp. 337-339 
(2\ 

^ '^Seei Egon Krenzi 'Die junge Generation dor DDR' (The young 
generation in the GOR). In "Problema des Friadens und des So- 
zialismus' (Problems of peace and soelaliam)^ Berlin 18 (1975) 
7, p. 915 
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agppndj prccticol experience of social 1st deroocracy is of 
ieportance In the relationship between youth and its socia- 
list state. The practical experiftncfc of socialist democracy 
within their employing firm is ospecifilly important for 
young working people. 

Sooiological eKperimenta repeatedly show that taking 
account of their Intereots Mrhen plans are discussed, parti^- 
cipation in the socialist emulation compnign^ exercleing public 
control in their firm and particlpotion in meetings when the 
firm's manager gives his report of acfcivities^ all correspond 
to the lnter*eat@ of young people. TheBe interests as producerB 
are tlius harmonized with their role as owners of socialist 
property. It enhances their urge to assicniiate greater poll'- 
tical fliid specialist knowledge, and furthers the need for ac- 
tive participation in and shared responsibility for 
acconpl ishing new complicated tasks^ both directly In their 
day'^to-^day work, and also in fulfilling the more far--reaehing 
social tasks facing their firis or region. 

At fche age of 18, young people in the GOR hav^ trhe right 
to vote, and can stand for election to 'he pejple'a represent- 
otive bodies and the social bodies of ti.j s*;flte, even to the 
supreme body of power: the Peonle's Chamber* 

17.9 % all raenbers of parliament and local government 
(People's Chamber^ county ^ district* tnwnj borough and 
consunity assemblies) and fflembers of coiiifniasions and working 
groups of county assemblies are younn peoplei 6.2 % alone 
being in the People's Chaiaber of the GQiU^^^ The Free German 
Youth (FDJ) has its awn parliatnentary group in the People's 
Chenber . 

The FDD const ifcutes an independent organization for young 
people in the ODR, which consistently represents their interests 
in firflis and representative bodies at all levels* This youth 
organization follows the political line of the working class 
and its Marxidt-^Leninist party, the SEO, So the necassary 

^^Qaleulated fron: statistical Year Oook of the Gersan 
Oenoer^tic Republie 1975, pp* 433-441 
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groundwork has betn laid that basic social infcereBts of young 
people ean b€ put into practice, Clos^ cooporation between 
govepnaient departmentg and the FDJ moke it posoibl^ do take 
increasingly sore acGount of auch spacial charoeter istica and 
Intereeta ©f the young generation aa their thirst for knowledge; 
their desire for education^ recognition and social eontact, 
thalr creative dnve and optiffliatle expeotatlons for the fu-^ 
ture, ate. Party and government continuoualy dav^te attention 
to the Bpecial features of young people brought about by their 
aga^ The SEO and the socialist atata of the GDR take into 
acepunt Lenin's warning not to overlook the speeial features 
of youth, 

Takinn aecount of the special In the work with youth 
has nothing in common with such conceptions that see youth as 
a group in itself, as an isolated eooial forw^. as an independen 
class* Marx iaro-Len in ISO regards youth bb an in&eparable compo- 
nent of husan society, the social atructure of which is not 
based primarily on age groups, but upon its aocio-econoiric 
fDundotiona and the classes *2T)J strata resuiting therefrom. 



Aa stressed at the beg inning ^ there are no fyndamental 
apaeial features separating young people working in the GOR's 
agriculture from any other occupational group* 

A typical characteriat ic of young cooperative farmers 
and workers engaged in this field of our national economy 
(thay maka up 9,6 per cent of the totel workforca amployed 
permanently in socialist agriculture) is what thay heve 

in cQiDBiOn with all the other oisabers of soclslist society* 
Their rights, duties, role and responsibility sre exactly the 
sane as those of the other seBbtrs of the youngfr gener ation - 
At the saae tine, thay have m specif le responsibility for 
fulfilling the tasks of ggrieulture beeaus© of the place 'hay 

f^^V I* Lenini 'augend - Intemat loiiale * (Youth - International) 
Ini Works, Vol. 13, p, i64, Berlins Diet* 1975 



9 



hold in the syataa of ©ocifll production and beGauss of their 
vocatipnal training^ and so have a spaciol sho^^e in the auccea© 
scored in the deyelopmenfc of aoclallst ngr icylture .SoQiologlcal 
etudias hava confirmad repeatedly that young |i€ople In ngri^ 
culture are keenly prepared to cooperate in an aetlve and 
reaponaible way in daveloping end orqanizing Intensive in* 
dustiy lifca agriculture. 

Moving been brought up in the apirlt of the working elaaa 
within the framework of the sooialiat educocion systas and 
poasaasing the aase basic knowledge as young industriol workers^ 
young akillad far©ero and workara in egrlcultural anterpriaea 
represent a □ajor for'se within the cleoo of Gooperativa farisers 
and thnt part of the working elaes engaged in agrieulture^ 

Of those under 25 who were perngnently t^erking in aoclo^ 
1 iat agriculture in 1974, 4,7 per cent ifere university or 
technical college graduataa, 1,4 per cent had a supervisor' a 
certificate and 71,3 per cent held a certifioote qualifying 
them as skilled ^srorker. So 77,4 per cent ©f youth in aoclaliat 
agriculture had already completed training in 1074* 

Work teans and manage^nta of agrleulturel enterprisaa 
carry great reapenoibil ity for the proper use of the avo liable 
edueati ial potential^ and for the aysteEatie proBOtion and 
the employment of young people aecording to their qualification 
in the agricultural production procaas and in the social life 
within the regi«»n# 

Re suits of aociologieal studiaa__&how the^ fgllowin^ trends in 
the^ att itude of voung__peogl_a to work in acjriaultural jintrepriaee : 
For young people eMployed in agriculture, interest in agricultuf^ 

in the positive approach to Mrork by the vast Bejority of ydung 
people, in the aloee cOfin#ctiMi with the fsra, in the desire 
for inforBation and consuitation on queations related to their 

f ^^Caleulated fr©«: "Quallf izlarungsberichteritattung nach_ 
Eigentusafoneen in dsr soiial istischen LandwlrtaGhaft 1974" 
(Report on educational standards according to different foras 
of ownepahip in socialist agriculture, 1974} 

ierllni StaatlicKa I antral veronal tung Statistic 1374 
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form or enterprise and In the active part Ic Ipnt ion in the 
ahapinp of Buitobla working and living conditions* 

A ISO a t w i t h ou t € x oe p t i on ^ y q un q pm opl e a ee fc further 
dgyejqpp€n_t__oF their pgrj^onal ga roar as direGtlv conn ec ted 
with the tranBition to induatrXalized production in t he GDR ' a 
flflr ioulfctire. Quoationnaires coiapleted by and interviews i^ith 
young cooperative fflrmers and ogriGultural workera confi-'aed 
repeatedly that their thinking and behaviQur, their reodineaa 
to work continuoualy in agriculture is faaaicolly in line with 
the knowledge, cenviction and own personal e^cperience that 
work becomes leas hard, mora creative and involvea niore respon- 
sibility, BQ that it beco^ea more attractive and inUereating^ 
when ngricultural production is further industrialized* At the 
some time, studies indicate that young people expect much from 
working and lis/inQ conditions. They expect such working and 
living conditiona in agricultural enterprises which will bring 
about the desired creative, responsible and phyaically easier 
work. This includes a Itirge afflount oF responsibility yivun 
to youth for the expert operation and maintenance and the 
effective utilization of maehineryi piant and buildings* At 
the same time, they take for granted such aocinl acfilcvenienti 
of social isni as granting a statutory holiday, providin^j re^ 
gularly lunch at th^ firm's canteen^ *'egular work and leisure 
tii^e etc., in return for their work in agriculture. 

Tha^ ea jority of younc] people genuinely wish to use, the 
knp^yjed^e cLoined froni thejr educiatlon. Two aspects of tfiia 
are ypperinoet in the minds of young people aBiployed in agri- 
culture* First, they want to be able to aaatar and expertly 
handle wodam saehinery and techniquts and to organ iz ^nd 
control industrr like aethods of produetion* Seeond, they 
want and are prepared to oake act lye use of all the forns and 
opportunities of socialist desocraey in their agricultural 
entreprlse and soreovar in the region* 

With the prograasiv^ intenslf ieatian of agrigultural 
production and the better provision of Agricultural Production 
Cooperativaa arid cooperative astabl ishsenta with modern crop 
production equlpnent end the gonafcructlQn of livestock 
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prOduGtion plants inepesainfily object dvi ^ond Anions flNr ereated 
in ■oat of the agrieultuPal B^**^p^i#^B tc^ satisfy sueh 
expeetitions.At pliees, Hfhere produet^w Nfli ^Ipaady been 
Industrial izad« aflf persen is aftmn r^sporwsib Xe fop fijcad 
aaaets worth of up ta half m nAUion «r^^ Oh aore, 

CI) 

^xperlenets gather©^ t^pt^iilly toy w^rk cea^s, fnhlch Bad# 
■ost htadway in integrating yeung piqple into th^ Qgfieultural 
gnterppiit and in eaploylng th^i accer^^lncy to theip cjUalif ieafeion^ 

The flll-rQun<i sehoollng V^wng peoplf #s ireli as their 
further training m% speeialist& in op^ratiJig 0rop an^ liv* Joe^ 
production equipMnt enablts tMn to tm^t the dipand^ pase upon 
thew In the preparation ^nd naptering of i*du#trialiaed pre- 
duation proeessea In agrioultur^* Soe^oUp iaai itudwa sHm 
that the aotive tnvolveaiant of ^ourg ^oDp^^ati.^ farP^rs and 
warl^^ars in the pr^peratien snd firg^ni^ afci^ sf industrialiaid 
product ion proueaa daaands first ard Forssitfat that the 
Managanents of ao^isl ist stste fsr/iis ^itJOpe vat lv@# tackle 
the following tasKii 

First it is nicesaary to create j a^oor^ing to the leVil of 
developBent reaehad In thy tra ^ition to industry lite pro- 
duction as uny opportunities peasi^ie pst qualified and 
trained young ptr#on& to wo.-k lyith ngdiirn wahinery. In er^p 
produotion^ thii Mens sainl^ tNfc yQii*iS p^epl^ t^ke charge ef 
such aobila naohiries ooib ina har^s^^^er^ for* cerasla, pafestMa 
and beet, pOMrerful traniport vefilcJis ^tc. 

Seeon d it is ieiparative to antrfe^st yoiino ooopt^ative farmers 
and workers with eonerotei r^spensibla taiMs it kay a^etor© 
of the aeclal iat intarslf icatiofi pr^ogr^He and tha tranpltion 
to induatry liki product iu.i« Tf^OM taaka mat iake great 
deaands on thi political, vocational ©r^ ap^cial iat IcnWledge 
of youth and ara a valuable tes^ing^gr^und For tha further ao^ 
oielist devalopiant of their peraonali^y, 

t^Jsee Gerhard Qru«ibarai *Rade auf^ dtffiKQi»grt& Jungar aan&a- 
aanschaftsbauarn uitd A r be iter dan uand-^j P^rst^ ufid N^hrtinga- 
gGterMrirtschaft dar DDR mm 7* 3Unl 197^ i^ Uipiig-Markkleabarg.^ 
(Spaech to the Congraai of yAun0 e^oper*atiw*a f^nara ^nd workeri 
in agriculture^ foresCry and tha fi^od findua-try of the ^DR| en 
7 3une, 1974) fieri in i Verlag Oufig© Walt 19^4, p, SO 
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An laportanfc tried snd totted ptthod, whleh fcokei iQaount 
of thtse r6quir#B#nfcs, eonileti in handing over lines or 
«t€t i^s of farm ■achinery needed in wop produqtion or daaisi^ 
stcters of liy@sfcocf^ production to ycung people as youth 
prcjesta. 

In i974i there were 9/874 syeh projeats and 2^879 youth 
tema in the social ist agrieultyre of the QDR,^^^ 

Thir<j ^ Ofie of the ehief cofiQerns of managerial aotivity iiuBt 
be to Mike aetive use of ancf fui^tHer develop eMistlng pglitioal 
and technical knowledga of young eooperative faraers and 
workers In enhaneing sociilltt deRcoracy through part ioipation 
in nanagaatnt and olanniii^ and eooperatlon in ooaaisaions and 
cooperative and brigade aounolla* 

411 Opportunities glv€n in enterprises and soeialist: sq^ 
ciety at large n^t be used to full advantage In aacordange 
with the yarioua interests/ needs and e^peotationa of young 
people in dependenee of their age. This aakes it necessary, for 
e)caBple/ that young people be included in the preparations 
leadi^ to the applisation and utilisation of technologiaal 
advances in orop an^ livestock productions It inoludes to 
enable sanageaenta to create aych oofiditions that ycuiig paople 
in agriculture can use all the opportunities provided by 
socialist soelety to develop their personality to full capocityi 
just as Msbers of any other ocoypational group* Everyday 
practice ij) the GDR Indicates thafc, in this respect^ therf art 
no fundaaental differenoes between young people engeged in 
agricultyre and those of other oooupational groups^ Tliie 
becoseSi evident froa the Voung Innovatora' EMhibitlonai In 
1974 ; M,770 young people aBployad in agriculture took part* 

Thifls eoopewtivs fatnaTB mnd faun mtk^Tn pmdixcm^ a to^al 
of 3fSt^ artiblti, which h*7i beaa soelollj j^eogMead. In 1974t 
thare wsifa 1 173? f^ea^eh gTom.'pm mhd focifig Inaovato^* ylyibi la 
)tia fl(>l'e aosialist agti^loiiat urs p with a total mambaa^lilp §t 



(Reference Mtarial for the 1975/76 Warxiat eAication clasaea 
«f tlia FW) ierlins VerlBg 3unge H^lt 1975, p. 62 
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The development of a sense of responaibillty in yduth for 
all^iociol ■afctara is very important. To young €oeperatly# 
fanners ind farB workers that Mainly aovara their retponalbility 
fcpr the deyelepaint of the agrieultural enterprise in whleh 
they trork^ and for the grmith and defence of soelal preperty. 
In Ddditian, this irvcludea both the responsibility for the 
application and use of aquipaent end technologteal innovations 
as well as the respdiisibility for partici^tiDn in ■anageBSnt 
and plenning of the farva davelopaent. 

The results of sociological invsetlgations Indlaats that 
the sajority of young cooperative faraers and workers consider 
that aotive c^peration in planning and further i^v^lopaent 
of socialist democracy is an laportant sphere for lining up 
to this responsibility « In addition to their ■sin work and 
to soae extent also relatively in dependent ly of the prevailing 
concrete techr^ologlcal and eaterial^technloal reqiiireBents of 
work, young people can see ways of developing their personalis 
ties as socialist citi^enSf owners and produoerSi by ■ailing use 
of the various foras of socialist ducwracy which correspond to 
their interests* 

The following are the basic in te reconnected sot i vat ions 
whioh decisively Influence the desire and resdiness of young 
people to ^sy an active part in their agricultural enterprisasi 

«^ antei^zise lojalt^i a need to be kept-infonsd aboat lhsii> 
owii es^sif ppospiatef an awaTstiiss of tba fact that 
their parsoEsl di^ilDprnant Lm cloflol^ cofinectad with that 
of the snttTp^iaii 

responsibility for the results of their work, an increaalng 
ywarenesa of the eociial inportance and necesaity of tlie 
work and hence their endeavour to contribute to the fulfllBint 
of plans and an inerease in labour productivity; 

the das Ira f&T astlvs ln70lyemest la ths orgaslsatioa of so* 
cial life in thm aatyrpFlss l«s. pm^tlalpatioii in such dsk o* 
ontie bodies as the manaiamaiit cornmittes of thm %^ or eornmiafl«» 
aioDS est thai^i aod also la soaialist amalation^ in ths 
imnovatlOG sod fatlonalisatioji aaap&ig& eto. and mt iam% iji 
inatttrs ^ipeetly coaaaatsd with work itaelf. 
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In addition to Mining eafcive Uie of tueh forffi of ind 
Qppor^uriitiee fcir locieiist demQQrmay, which are equally 
aviiilablt t& mil flesh^ra of th# fara, Chim art also ap^alal 
forBi apaoifieally deilgned for young people, TNe® include ^ 
for exa^It^ neefcinga with the farii's Mnager whei^ young 
people p#gularly hey<e th€ shanse to dlsauas political end 
toohnioal qutationa with the nanagefi where th§y mrm given 
Infofiiati^ end aaked th^ir oplniona on probleis rtlatad to 
work and aoelal lifa @n the fam and In the ragisn. 

The organ iEaCion of leleure tine ia of eoneiderable oonoern 
in the lives of yOyng oooparative faraerii and workers* All 
endedyoura the aoalallflt atste, all the legislation €OYering 
the reaponaibility @f aoaiaby towards youth ^ fully inolude 
alao that part of the youngtr generation whieh la working 
ia agrieyltural cooparativeSf eta to fama or oooperative 
eatabl iahwenta betwiea tham. 

t¥ork habita end tha opportunitiea for organising one's 
leiaure^tlae are fyndsHantally ohanglngi eapfcially asong 
the yoong, vlth th^ transition to ifiduatf^ like production^ 
which ia notr going an, shift^work in crop and llvestoek pro- 
duet lofif far §^BmpX§f ailowa for far aora regular working 
houra and leiaure tiaa than waa previoualy poasibii« Thereby^ 
new and higher deaands ari being wade on w^t^rlal eonditiona 
and apporturtit^ae for a sensible uae of leiaur^ tiee« There 
ia a growing deaire in youth to have living conditions in 
rural areaa which are aonparable to tho^e in the towns « The 
tiigh level of education and quallfloation in young ^ople^ the 
changes in ttii oecupatiofial and eareer struotures all have 
m atrorig influenoe ofi the developaent of the aultural and 
intellectual riMda af youth, and deterwlne the nature of their 
daadnda for e^tanaiv^ and intereating forna of laiaure actlvi^ 
Maa, It ia partioularly true with the youngt who live in aaall 
coMtJnitiaa of under 2,tM inhabitanta^ that the problaw of 
an iflprovewant in Idiaura pureuita plays an isportant role in 
the aatiafaotien with their work« This inoludes deaanda for 
tba proviaian of youth centreai for help in building new 
flats for yoynfl people, or rebijildin§ or wodemizing old ones^ 
t^T the da^tlopmaat of aoeial oomuail^ aaatfsip iNll^appointad 
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fasteaurantd, ete* Agrisultiiral entarpridei earry h#avy rmgpm 
•ibillty for thm opganiiatlon of living and wo. king eondition 
in villagass Ir eoof^ration with govemBant departsfnts th#y 
usf conaiderabie financial snd laterlsl riaoureea in rural 
coaMnltias to support eultural and aparblng ietivitiaa of 
the young. At tha saiia tlaa, young paepla thaaaeivas faal an 
urga to eake an aativf gontribution toivarda baautlfying their 
viUagea, and the majority of thaa ara preparad (aa la shown 
by sceiologieel atudisa} to tika part in the iBprovaMnt of 
thair la i sura faQllitias through a great variety of aPforts 
of thalr oirn, Nearly tiro-thirds of the eorparative fsrvera 
and workers anployad in agrioulturai cooperativas and statt 
faraa, quastloned In a sociologiaal Inyesttgation ragarded 
thm part ieipat ion in the censtruDtiw of youth centrta as a 
focal point of their aetivitUs^ In addifclonf nore than half 
^f thea ware prepared to help ;?lth the construetian of mw, 
©r the renovation eonv^rslon or alteratlQn of old, flats for 
young peopla« 

Suoming up^ the follQwing ^onoluaion say bm drawn froa 
thm social status and raaponelbility of young oooparatlve 
fsrsera and fare workera in the WK't snaialti^t agrioulture# 
m aoeial status and rasponsibility readily apparent fron tha 
objeative reality and gjcplanatlons given i young cooperative 
fareera and fara workera hovf Just as saaurci an ixlstanoe and 
proipeets as do all other young people in tht GDR, 

Social isa provi^young peaple with all tha aooial^a^ 
oondltlons necessary to enable then to oonseiously develop 
feheir ablntlea and toianta in the interest^ of aoeial prograaa 
The prineipla guiding the party and the sociallat state of 
tha GDRi to give youth trusfc and responaibillty^ Im reyll^ed 
to its full extent, and hat proved its worth in the practlee 
of aoeial life* 
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